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WHY KEREMEOS?

Over the past decades, our community has slowly
evolved from our modest agricultural roots to
become one of the fastest growing villages in our
province. The emergence and prevalence of our
world renowned Similkameen wineries has inspired a
renaissance of more diverse and innovative economic
activity, allowing us to both showcase the exceptional
quality of our resources while paying homage to our
agricultural traditions and rural heritage.

With a projected growth rate nearly double the
provincial average, our area continues to grow at a
steady pace, bringing with it an increase in permanent
residents and opportunities to cater to our
community's growing and diverse business needs.

When looking to establish business in our area,
investors can rely on our lower labour costs,
competitive property tax rates, cost-effective
amenities and our affordable stock of commercial and
residential properties.

We invite you to find your opportunity
in Keremeos.

Our Community Partners Include:
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http://similkameencountry.org/
https://similkameenvalley.com/
https://totabc.org/
https://similkameenwine.com/

OUR LOCATION

Not only is Keremeos a beautiful place to live, it's also a
strategic community to do business within.

Main Highways

Keremeos is located at the intersection of Highways 3 and 3A
and its strategic location as a corridor linking the Okanagan to
the Lower Mainland supports the growth of distribution
arrangements and the shipping of manufactured products.

Our community also benefits from seasonal travelers and high
traffic volumes, offering further opportunities to enhance
tourism industries in our area and to cater to the business
needs of those en route to other centres.

Airport Access

With Regional and International Airports as little as an hour and
a half drive away, your business can find direct access to a
world-wide market while keeping you connected to friends and
family abroad.

Our community is also just over a four hour drive away from
Vancouver International Airport; the second busiest airport in
Canada with daily non-stop flights to virtually every continent
on the planet.

Bus Access

Keremeos is also connected to our Regional Transit System,
linking our community within the region and ensuring our aging
population always has access to specialized health services in
larger centres.

Keremeos has also partnered with other municipalities in our
region to advocate for an increase in the extent and frequency
of bus services in our area due to a growing ridership demand
and increased population.

Electric Vehicle Charging Station

Keremeos is also home to the Similkameen Valley's first dual
standard electric vehicle fast charging station.

Keremeos is proud to play host to this infrastructure as it has
the potential to increase electric vehicle tourism in our valley
by connecting the British Columbia southern interior
transportation corridor to an international network of electric
vehicle highways spanning from British Columbia to California.
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https://ylw.kelowna.ca/
https://www.cyyf.ca/
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THE KEREMEOS ADVANTAGE

When looking to establish roots in our area, investors
can rely on a number of factors such as:
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lower labour and living costs

competitive tax and development fee rates
cost-effective amenities

our stock of affordable commercial and
residential properties

Prospective investors also benefit from our beautiful
natural environment and laidback small town lifestyle
as factors conducive to increased productivity,
workplace optimization and prolonged employee
satisfaction.

The Keremeos area’s strong potential for tourism
growth and conventional business development—
coupled with the increased demand for greater and
more diverse business and service offerings—also
creates a unique opportunity for an entrepreneurial
spirit to capitalize on the growth of our community.
Some recently identified areas of potential growth
include:

medical and social services
health food stores
clothing/retail stores
manufacturing operations
kitchen/home stores
restaurants

electronic stores

professional services (doctors, lawyers, etc)
art and jewelry stores

craft stores
marketing/consulting services

With a projected influx of new residents ranging from

' young families to the recently retired, the only
limitation for prosperity placed on prospective
investors is their own imagination.

For a comprehensive list of business retention and
expansion resources, please visit:

www.keremeos.ca/relocate-and-invest
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www.keremeos.ca/business-recruitment-amp-resident-attraction-strategy
http://www.sevenstones.ca/

DEMOGRAPHICS & FACTS

According to our calculations, the Keremeos area has a number of statistics
working in our favour. Here are a few of the figures we're most proud of.

Distribution of Ethnicity in
Village of Keremeos in 2016
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Distribution of Population in Village of
Keremeos by Age Groups in 2016
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Keremeos British Columbia

Average Price of a Single-detached Home By Municipality in 2016

2016

/

Village of Keremeos
City of Penticton

$380,000
$460,000

4

City of Kelowna

$650,000

City of Vancouver

$1,364,000

( Source: Canadian Real Estate Association, 2016

ar%uablg one of the most affordable communities to purchase property within

Recent Population Changes in the Village of Keremeos and Respective Regions

2001

2006

2011

2016 % Change from 2001 to 2016

Village of Keremeos 1195

1283

1330

1502 2537 <

Our Regional District

77 424

80 010

80 742

83 022 7.2 \

Province of BC

4 076 881

4 241 691

4 400 057

4 648 055 14.0 \

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census of Populationand BC Stats, Population Estimates /

evidence that were one of the fastest groving commurities in the province
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Oliver (2007)

(2019)
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Comparison of Current Development Charges by Municipality as of January, 2019
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AMENITIES & COMMUNITY
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=== Concept plan for upgrades at Similkameen Elementary Secondary School

The Village of Keremeos strives to offer its
residents a high quality of life by supporting
the provision of a broad range of amenities
and services including:

« Residential curbside garbage services with
bi-weekly recycling and yard waste pickup

e Sanitary Sewer services within applicable
areas

o« Community Water services comparable to
bottled and commercial offerings

o A state of the art health facility with a full
compliment of medical doctors and nurses

o Recreation facilities with ice rink, pool,
racquetball courts and a fitness centre

o Free age-friendly exercise equipment in the
heart of the Village

o AfullKto 12 school system with a smaller
scale for enrollment

« A Volunteer Fire Department which is
currently upgrading equipment

o A Public Library which hosts regular
programs and informational seminars

o A network of parks and trails and an off-
leash dog park for everyone to enjoy

e ==

As a growing and forward thinking community,
we're laying the foundation for our future.
Some recent benchmarks include:

o Water Service upgrades in the downtown
core worth over $1.5 Million including new
curb flares to enhance pedestrian safety

« Grant funding of nearly $4 Million for
upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment
Plant, reducing costs incurred to property
developers and Village taxpayers

« Grant funding to examine strategies for
wildfire protection, emergency planning and
community resiliency

o Construction of twenty four new affordable
housing units for seniors and people with
disabilities to increase housing stock for
aging in place

« Forthcoming construction of a forty one unit
affordable housing development with up to
three bedroom units for families and low to
moderate income residents

Concept Plan for a 41 unit mixed use commercial and affordable housing development in the heart of the Village

The Village of Keremeos strives to foster long
term growth and prosperity through the
support of strategic initiatives including:

e Land use regulations designed to increase
higher densification development and
diversified housing options

e A Business Facade Improvement program
providing grant funds to upgrade business
facades in the downtown commercial core

« A Temporary Use Permit process designed
to encourage innovative land use which
may provide an economic benefit to the
community

Keremeos is proud to be the first municipality in
our entire region to receive Age-Friendly
Community status for our years of effort
making the Village a more accessible, inclusive
and age-friendly community for all residents.

Keremeos is also proud to be recognized as a
BC Climate Action Community for achieving
corporate Carbon Neutrality and working to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions through our
operations.

Our region is also the first in the Americas to be
accredited as a Biosphere Certified Destination,
recognizing our efforts building a responsible
and sustainable tourism industry.
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https://totabc.org/programs/sustainability-certification/what-is-biosphere/

LOCAL STORIES

Don't just take our word for how great the
Keremeos area is, hear from some of our
newer business owners to discover why they
decided to invest in our community.

These entrepreneurs are happy to share their
experiences setting up business in our area
and you can learn more by following the
links contained on their company logos.

We hope your stay is as fruitful as theirs.
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https://benjathairestaurant.com/
https://www.corceletteswine.ca/
https://oneeyedbudgie.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Ferdinand-Gallery-800322506843616/about/
http://oksacupuncture.com/
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http://www.mascotmine.com/
http://www.oldgristmill.ca/
https://www.apexresort.com/
https://www.twinlakesgolfresort.com/
https://www.twinlakesgolfresort.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Restaurant_Review-g183737-d1753694-Reviews-Branding_Iron_Bar_Grill-Keremeos_British_Columbia.html
https://benjathairestaurant.com/
https://www.treetome.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Ferdinand-Gallery-800322506843616/about/
https://three-winds-gallery.business.site/
https://karsunderthek.wixsite.com/karsunderthek
https://www.facebook.com/SimSizzleFest/
http://www.keremeoselksrodeo.ca/
https://oneeyedbudgie.com/
http://oksacupuncture.com/botanicals/
https://similkameenwine.com/events-calendar/
http://www.keremeosbluegrass.riseaboveweb.net/home.html
http://www.sevenstones.ca/
https://similkameenwine.com/
http://www.twistedhills.ca/
http://www.oldgristmill.ca/shop/category/food/
https://www.harkersorganicsrusticroots.com/
http://cathedrallakes.ca/
https://nickelplatenordic.org/

DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS

The Village of Keremeos downtown commercial core features a number of properties which are
prime for revitalization and development. The above graphic highlights a number of bare land
and vacant lots suitable for commercial and multi-family use that are just waiting for the right
owner to capitalize on their potential.

While some of the properties above are for sale through the guidance and expertise of our many
local realtors, others are offered by private sale or are simply being held by owners who may be
looking for the right partners to work with in developing shared interests.

The Village of Keremeos offers a business friendly development process and can also act as a

liaison between property owners and prospective developers who may be interested in vacant
lots which are not currently listed on the market. Please contact the Village Office by phone at

(250) 499-2711 for any property inquiries.

Our local realtors are ready to assist with any development inquiries
for village properties listed on the market.

CENTURY 21 ( 21
TERESE CLEMINSQN

REALTOR 250.499'6573
T4-7 Street

Terese.Cleminson@C2l.ca
vww.TereseSellsTheValley.com

[—({rrnnnnn Greg McDonald
ROYAL LePAGE Realtor
L ereened LALLLLLLLEENEY

Locations West Realey

(250) 499-6583 *

Bon & wised in the !

Seuth Okanagan Simifkameen
gregmcdonald@royallepage.ca
www.royallepage.ca/gregmcdonald
638 - Tth Avenue, Box 398 - Keeemeos, BC VOX 1N
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https://www.teresesellsthevalley.com/
https://www.mytownrealty.ca/
http://agents.royallepage.ca/gregmcdonald

INTERACTIVE BUSINESS MAP

Planning your next big trip to our area? The Village's new
Interactive Business Map can help you plot your itinerary
and give you a better idea about the many activities and
attractions to explore in our community.

The map features a variety of businesses and services in
our area and provides links to their websites and social
media channels to provide users with a more intimate
understanding about their operations and what they have
to offer.

. . . . : Keremeos & Area Intera.. Qi
e Research our local area attractions, including wineries, =5

art galleries and heritage sites

e Search for businesses & services by category to find
the offerings that meet your needs

Area Attractions

© South Simiikameen Museumn

e Learn about our local public amenities such as the
Health Centre, Library and Post Office

e Locate accommodations including Motels, B&Bs and
Guest Suites to enhance and prolong your stay

Businesses & Services

o Plan to enjoy some of our many area activities, such
as hiking, golfing, skiing and a lazy float down the
Similkameen River

© Buy Low Foods Ketemeos
@ Benja Thal Restaurant

O Three Winds Gallery
© Busy Bee Flowers & Gifts

49 more

IR ..
. T e

Publc Amenities

© VBage of Keremeos Municipal Office
O Oxanagan Reglonal
© Can

Check out the Interactive
Business Map today by visiting:

www.keremeos.ca/Interactive-Business-Map
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http://www.keremeos.ca/Interactive-Business-Map

PO Box 160, 702 4th Street
Keremeos, BC VOX 1NO

Phone: 250-4990-2711
Fax: 250-499-5477
www.keremeos.ca/business

© Village of Keremeos

Ranked 6“‘
Small Town in
Canada to Visit By

Canadian

www.facebook.com/VillageofKeremeos n

www.twitter.com/villagekeremeos u

www.instagram.com/villageofkeremeos l @ I



https://www.canadianliving.com/life-and-relationships/travel/article/20-small-towns-in-canada-to-visit-now
http://www.keremeos.ca/



